TAMS Steering Committee Call Notes
December 20, 2017  
1-2:30p.m. EDT / 12-1:30p.m. CDT / 11-12:30p.m. MDT / 10-11:30p.m. PDT 
1. Opening Business – Shaina White
a. Roll Call – James Payne, Pat Childers, Laura McKelvey, April Hathcoat, Frank Spurgeon, Shaina White, Kris Ray, Nicole Johnson, Darlene Santos, Farshid Farsi, Chris Lee, Andy Bessler, Joe Cebe, Camille Quickbear, Monika Lacka 
b. Approval of Agenda
c. October notes approval – October notes approved by consensus.
2. What’s happening at the TAMS Center – TAMS Co-Directors
a. Past and Future Trainings/Courses – Fundamentals of Air Monitoring Course at the TAMS Center on Dec 4-6.  The course was well attended and went smoothly Glenn Gehring was the lead instructor.  The next course at the TAMS Center will be the IAQ Diagnostic Tools Course on February 6-9, 2018. Jed Harrison is the lead instructor for the IAQ Diagnostic Tools Course. Melinda Ronca-Battista has redone the QA instruction and has developed QAPP formats tribes can use for various projects. Melinda indicated that there were over 40 people taking the QA Fundamentals and QAPP 101 online course. 
b. Professional Assistance – Usually after the Fundamentals of Air Monitoring course, Glenn will start getting requests for PA projects.  
c. Other – The update regarding the TREX Network is the tribes had a call on November 21 from the Walker River Paiute Tribe and McGinnis and Associates.  McGinnis is an environmental contractor working with Walker River Paiute Tribe to redevelop the software for the TREX Network as an open source code software. Tribes using the TREX Network indicated that they do not want to be submitting a competing proposal to what Walker River Paiute is developing.  Also feel that the NEIEN Grant does not seem to be the appropriate funding mechanism to fund the operation of the TREX Network.

The VM award and SC nomination forms will be updated and the new forms will be sent out via the TAMS listserv.  
3. TAMS Subcommittee Updates

a. TAMS Technical Needs Assessment – Shania White indicated the TAMS Needs Assessment is nearing completion. It was mentioned that results from the NA could be included into the STAR report. Dara Marks-Merino is leading the NTAA subcommittee on the STAR report.
b. Regional Air Monitoring equipment update - Frank Spurgeon indicated that he is awaiting information from a technical contact for the Region 8 information.
c. TAMS Equipment Loan Website – Shania White indicated that she has received information on the final pieces of equipment from Alfonso Yadao. Farshid informed all that Alfonso will be resigning and last day will be January 5.Kris asked if the equipment manager position could be an EPA filled position rather than through the NOWCC as it currently is structured.  Farshid indicated that it has already been attempted but that there is no funding available. Pat C. suggested that perhaps this position could be place on the AIAQTP (ITEP) side of the TAMS collaboration since the ITEP staffing tends to be stable.  
4. Monitoring Work Group Update – James updated that perhaps it would be good to get tribal stories to be included into the Tribal Air Monitoring Guidance document.  Information requesting tribal stories will be sent out through the TAMS listserv.  
5. Other Business 

a.  VW Settlement – ITEP will be establishing a tribal advisory council to guide the support for the VW settlement.  It was mentioned that since the tribal advisory council is minimally funded, perhaps there should be less focus on this task.  January 10 at 11:00 AM mountain is a VW Training Call. 
The next NTAA executive committee call is January 11.

b. PEP/NPAP Audit Program - James Payne drafted an email to the tribes regarding whether an NPAP training at the NTF would be beneficial. A question was asked if this training would allow tribes to be their own PQAO’s and the response was that this training alone would not necessarily allow tribes to be their own PQAO’s.
c. Other updates: 
EPA OAQPS: Perter Tsirigotis is replacing Steve Page as office director of OAQPS.  Outreach and Information Division acting division director is Fred Thompson. Bill Wehrum is the new EPA OAR Assistant Adminstrator. 

Joe Cebe indicated that the FCPT is donating a 2025 to the Red Cliff Band of Chippewa Indians.  

Scott Hansen, Catawba Tribe, is setting an agreement with the state of South Carolina for gravimetric laboratory service.  Catawba Tribe was using the TAMS filter weighing service for one year.   

