TAMS Steering Committee Call Notes
December 14, 2016 @ 10:00AM PDT
Attending:  Kent Bartholomew, Andy Bessler, Pat Childers, Farshid Farsi, April Hathcoat, Ty Jones, Mehrdad Khatibi, Craig Kreman, Monika Lacka, Chris Lee, Kris Ray, Darlene Santos, Frank Spurgeon, Shaina White
Opening Business


Roll Call was completed, and there was a quorum of voting members.

The agenda was approved.

TAMS Center Happenings
The Level 2 Clean Air Act and Permitting course was held at the TAMS Center last month, November 29-December 2.  The course was a success and the group was engaged.  Positive feedback was received from 14 participants.  Laura McKelvey, Pat Childers and Charles Buckler were the EPA instructors and the Tribal instructors were Tennille Denetdeel from Navajo Nation and Natalene Cummings from Forest County Potawatomi.  TAMS is preparing for the next course, Indoor Air Quality Diagnostic Tools, scheduled for February 7-10, 2017.
Glenn is scheduled for a PA next month at Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe to assist with an independent monitor for sand and gravel issues.  Farshid reported that a request from Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana was received.  They indicated that they will need assistance with gravimetric lab services; TAMS sent application.  It was announced that there are two air quality positions open:  1) Gila River, and 2) Shoshone Bannock Tribe.
TAMS Equipment Inventory Website Redesign

Chris demonstrated the equipment inventory website utilizing the GoToMeeting Session.  The website was updated with comprehensive information about the equipment available for loan and contact information for assistance.  It is anticipated that the website will be up within the next two months.  Suggestions were made to include quick links on summary of success stories from tribes on specific equipment and to add links for additional information, i.e. data tools, etc.  Additional comments from the SC members are welcome.
TAMS Technical Needs Assessment
Thus far, 31 responses were received from different tribes nationwide.  Breakdown of responses by Regions:
a. Region 5 – 5

b. Region 6 – 7

c. Region 7 – 3

d. Region 9 – 9

e. Region 10 – 3

f. Alaska – 4

Need to create excel spreadsheet, develop analysis structure and review data; Ty can assist.  The needs assessment will be discussed at the next TAC call.  Shaina to set-up next meeting.
Other Business
VW Settlement Update – 
· The NTAA EC and TAMS SC members voted to approve, sign and send out letter to DOJ.
· Issues raised in the letter pertain to the types of projects allowed under the settlement.  The cost share under the DERA option is a concern.

· Pat mentioned a concern with the letter and that NTAA and TAMS need to make sure the letter is clearly from the TAMS Steering Committee and not the EPA.

Sensor Technology Update –

· Omak Ozone Study Report, Confederated Tribes of the Colville, Kris Ray – a successful and valuable study; may present at the NTF to showcase monitoring and other work. 
TAMS SC Role @ NTF –

· First week in May, Tucson, AZ 
· Set up TAMS booth at the Eco Café
· TAMS SC members to get involved with planning the sessions and weigh in on important issues
· Pat suggested to bring equipment to NTF and set-up for demo
· Plan plenary session on success stories; Ann Marie will head and will send out reminder for meeting date
· TAMS Co-Directors have standing role; lead air quality issues
· Tech break out

· Kris suggested TAMS SC and NTAA EC meet with Sarah Dunahue
· NTAA STAR report, data due end of February (Andy Bessler will participate and discuss on the TAC call next month).
Other -
· After 13 years with ITEP, Mehrdad announced that he will be leaving January 2017 and will work for EPA Region 10 in Seattle. 
Next Conference Call – Wednesday, January 18
Submitted by:

Darlene Santos

 
 
