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Our mission is to foster the health of the 
Copper River watershed’s salmon-based 
cultures, communities and economies. 
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Anadromous Waters Catalog 
There are 35,600 total stream miles in the Copper River watershed.  How 

many stream miles do you think are documented as anadromous? 



Anadromous Waters Catalog 
2,168 stream miles, or 6%  



Anadromous	
  Waters	
  Catalog	
  (AWC)	
  
“The	
  Catalog	
  of	
  Waters	
  Important	
  for	
  the	
  Spawning,	
  Rearing	
  or	
  
Migra.on	
  of	
  Anadromous	
  Fishes	
  and	
  its	
  associated	
  Atlas	
  (the	
  
Catalog	
  and	
  Atlas,	
  respec.vely)	
  currently	
  contain	
  over	
  18,000	
  
streams,	
  rivers	
  or	
  lakes	
  around	
  the	
  state	
  which	
  have	
  been	
  specified	
  
as	
  being	
  important	
  for	
  the	
  spawning,	
  rearing	
  or	
  migra.on	
  of	
  
anadromous	
  fish.	
  Based	
  upon	
  thorough	
  surveys	
  of	
  a	
  few	
  
drainages	
  it	
  is	
  believed	
  that	
  this	
  number	
  represents	
  less	
  
than	
  50%	
  of	
  the	
  streams,	
  rivers	
  and	
  lakes	
  actually	
  used	
  by	
  
anadromous	
  species.	
  It	
  is	
  es.mated	
  that	
  at	
  least	
  an	
  
addi.onal	
  20,000	
  or	
  more	
  anadromous	
  water	
  bodies	
  
have	
  not	
  been	
  iden.fied	
  or	
  specified	
  under	
  AS	
  
16.05.871(a).”	
  hTps://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/SARR/AWC/	
  



Salmon	
  Blitz	
  Objec1ves	
  

1.  Iden.fy	
  salmon	
  habitat	
  
2. Educate	
  par.cipants	
  
a.	
  Stewardship	
  
b.	
  Career	
  explora.on	
  

3. Translate	
  local	
  knowledge	
  



Regional	
  	
  
Planning	
  Team	
  

ü Developed	
  protocol,	
  datasheet,	
  
volunteer	
  training,	
  equipment	
  list	
  

q 	
  Iden.fy	
  &	
  priori.ze	
  sites	
  
q 	
  Assist	
  with	
  trainings	
  &	
  surveys	
  
q 	
  Science	
  Coordinator	
  –	
  Quality	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Assurance	
  



Survey	
  
Implementa1on	
  

What	
  is	
  surveyed?	
  
–  Fish:	
  Iden.fy,	
  count	
  &	
  measure	
  	
  
–  Habitat	
  Measurements	
  

Community	
  involvement	
  
–  Trained	
  adults	
  
–  Youth	
  field	
  trips	
  
–  Partners	
  during	
  regular	
  field	
  work	
  



Results from 2013 & 2014	
  
2013	
   2014	
   Total	
  

Number	
  of	
  streams	
  assessed	
   15	
   19	
   34	
  

Number	
  of	
  students	
  engaged	
   78	
   97	
   175	
  

Number	
  of	
  adult	
  volunteers	
   31	
   31	
   62	
  

Total	
  species	
  caught	
   7	
   10	
   10	
  

Added	
  new	
  stream	
  to	
  AWC	
   4.78	
  miles	
   7.5	
  miles	
   12.28	
  miles	
  

Increased	
  upstream	
  extent	
  for	
  
listed	
  species	
   2.05	
  miles	
   0.19	
  miles	
   2.24	
  miles	
  

Added	
  new	
  species	
   3.67	
  miles	
   4.29	
  miles	
   7.96	
  miles	
  

Added	
  Life	
  stage	
  designa.on	
   4.16	
  miles	
   8.14	
  miles	
   12.3	
  miles	
  

Total	
  length	
  of	
  habitat	
  data	
  nominated	
  to	
  AWC	
   34.78	
  miles	
  





Do you want to 
Salmon Blitz?	
  

•  Iden.fy	
  regional	
  planning	
  
team	
  &	
  resources	
  
• Visit	
  AWC	
  to	
  iden.fy	
  
poten.al	
  survey	
  sites	
  
• Pursue	
  funding	
  	
  
• Training	
  
• Equipment	
  
• Science	
  coordinator	
  (?)	
  



Partners & Funders 
² 	
  	
  	
  Alaska	
  Department	
  of	
  Fish	
  &	
  Game 	
  	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Land	
  Management	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Chugach	
  Na.onal	
  Forest	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Copper	
  River	
  &	
  Cordova	
  School	
  Districts	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Na.onal	
  Fish	
  &	
  Wildlife	
  Founda.on	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Na.ve	
  Village	
  of	
  Eyak	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Na.ve	
  Village	
  of	
  Klu.-­‐Kaah	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  North	
  Pacific	
  Research	
  Board	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Prince	
  William	
  Sound	
  Science	
  Center	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Wells	
  Fargo	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Wrangell	
  Ins.tute	
  for	
  Science	
  &	
  Environment	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Wrangell	
  St.	
  Elias	
  Na.onal	
  Park	
  &	
  Preserve	
  
² 	
  	
  	
  Community	
  volunteers	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  















Safety	
  (snacks,	
  too!)	
  

Stream	
  Survey	
  

Fish	
  Survey	
  

Data	
  Collec.on	
  



WADERS!!	
  



Naviga.ng	
  the	
  AWC	
  



Questions, 
comments… 

Kate Morse 
907-424-3334 
kate@copperriver.org 


