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PNW Tribal Climate Change Project

Network

e Increase opportunities for tribes to
engage in climate change policy.

e Foster meaningful collaboration
between tribes, agencies and

organizations to address climate change.

e Engage in regional partnerships to
address climate change

Planning Resources:

e Tribal Climate Change Profiles

* A Guide for Tribal Leaders on U.S.
Climate Change Programs
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NEWS AND UPDATES

August 8, 2011: The USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station published Social Vulnerability and Equity in the United
in the Context of Climate Change: Synthesis of Literature as a general technical report (ntto://vww.fs.fed.us/pnw/publication:
mi). This literature synthesis examines the effects of climate change, which are expected to be more severe for some segments
of society than others because of geographic location, the degree of association with climate-sensitive environments, and unigue
cultural, economic, or poiitical characteristics of particular landscapes and human populations. The synthesis reviews what available
science says about social vulnerability and climate change and documents the emergence of issues not currently addressed in academic
literature. In 5o doing, the synthesis identifies knowledge gaps and questions for future research. To download the brief, click here:

August 3, 2011: The National Wildlife Federation, in collaboration with numerous partners, released a report today on Indian Tribes,
Climate-Induced Weather Extremes, and the Future for Indian Country (available at vww.nwi.org/ The report details how
climate change is adversely and disprogortionately affecting Indian Tribes in North America, people who rely on a healthy environment to
sustain their economic, Gultural and spiritual lives.

In June 2011, the Tribal Climate Change Project released the first iteration of A Guide for Tribal Leaders on U.S. Climate Change
Programs, This guide summarizes key U.S. government programs addressing climate change, opportunities for tribal engagement and
contacts for each agency. In addition to its immediate value to tribes and their partners, this information will provide imgortant

groundwork for research on understanding and improving the tribal consultation processes in the context of climate change. This guide
also begins to include triba, academic and non-governmental agencies and programs to assist tribes in addressing climate change. To

e Literature synthesis on traditional knowledge and climate change

e Examination of federal consultation policies in a climate context
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Project focus areas

e Traditional Knowledge and Climate Change: Examine the role of
traditional knowledge in understanding climate change impacts

* Government-to-Government: Understand climate change
impacts on the quantity and distribution of culturally important
species and management of on- and off-reservation resources.

* Resource Coordination: Identify sectors affected by climate
change; ensure tribal voice in climate policies, assessments,
planning and implementation.




Traditional Ecological Knowledge and
Climate Change

* Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) is essential to the
economic and cultural survival of indigenous groups, and

guides the interactions between indigenous peoples and the
land which they inhabit.

e Examine climate change
initiatives through an
understanding of place-based
traditional knowledge.

Post-fire landscape of spruce bark beetle-killed forest.
Kenai Peninsula, Alaska.



The Government-to-Government
Relationship in a Climate Context

e Examine the scope of federal consultation policies in the
context of climate change

e |dentify policies, programs and strategies to strengthen
federal-tribal efforts to address climate change.

e Ensure Tribal access to and management of culturally
important on- and off-reservation resources

Consider changes in the composition of species from climate change
and the implications on tribal lands, resources and treaty rights.



Tribal Climate Change Profiles

e Siletz Tribal Energy Program
e First Foods and Climate Change

e The Lummi Nation: Pursuing
Clean Renewable Energy

e Swinomish Climate Change
IIEYE

e Realities of Relocation for
Alaska Native Villages

e Nez Perce Carbon
Sequestration Project

e Coquille Climate Change
Adaptation Planning

There are some tribes using TEK to preserve access to first foods in the face of climate change.
The people of the Tesuque Pueblc of New Mexico have traditionally cultivated plants and are
reviving their indigenous agricultural techniques in an effort to reintegrate first foods into their
daily lives (Kahneratokwas). By re-
establishing traditional cultivation practices,
Tesuque people are ensuring that their first
foods will be taken care of in the future.
Moreover, the farm is educating young people
about traditional foods and ways of life, a vital
component in maintaining a healthy
relationship between first foods and
indigenous peoples. The Mvskoke Food
Sovereignty Initiative (MFS1), based out of
Okmulgee Oklahoma, is pursuing a similar
goal. Also traditional farmers, the Mvskoke
are working to revitalize the cultivation of their
first foods as a way of preserving cultural
heritage and promoling the peoples' health. Source: Myskoke Food Sovareignty Initative

Many indigenous peoples are recognizing the threats posed to first foods by climate change,
and are confronting these challenges in a variety of ways. The potential loss of first foods has
spurred many native communities to revitalize their already struggling relationship with first
foods. Conversely, native communities with a strong, ongoing relationship with the first foods
are taking this challenge as an opportunity to assert the importance of first foods for their
communities and the health of the land. First foods continue to nourish indigenous peoples, as
they have always done. Even as they are jeopardized by climate change, first foods are
inspiring cultural, physical, and ecological health in native communities.
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Questions?

e For more information, visit:

Kathy Lynn
Tribal Climate Change Project Coordinator

University of Oregon Environmental Studies Program

kathy@uoregon.edu
541-346-5777
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